
Advanced Relief Printmaking  
Woodcut and Linocut  

 
Instructor: Katie Simpson  

503.679.3078 – simpson.kathleen@gmail.com 
 
 
Course Description: Advanced Relief Printmaking: Woodcut & Linocut. 
 
This course will explore woodblock and linoleum block printing in depth. Projects 
presented in class will encourage students who have previously worked with print 
media to a wide range of relief printing techniques like linoleum and woodcut, 
reduction printing, and multiple block printing. Wood and linoleum block printing 
will be discussed in relation to the history of printmaking and its relevance in 
contemporary art making practices. Students will examine the interrelated nature 
of form, process, expression, and meaning.  
Lab Fee: $40 
Prereq: Art 10100 or 10200. 3 hr./wk.; 3 cr. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes: 
1. Understand and use safe and hazard-free materials, tools, and equipment. 
2. Develop approaches to creative expression that include risk taking, originality, 
and problem solving. 
3. Demonstrate the ability to critique the work of others in oral and written form. 
4. Demonstrate the ability to prepare artworks for exhibition or portfolio. 
5. Develop personal creative expression with the printmaking medium. 
 
The Printshop: 
The shop is a community studio shared by many people. While working here act 
respectfully, responsibly and be considerate of others. Your safety and the safety 
of everyone who uses the printshop are important. We will work with safe oil 
based inks, but we will use solvents, which are toxic & you need to wear gloves 
while using them. When you are here you are responsible for cleaning up all of 
the space that you use. Clean up takes half an hour, so plan all print time 
accordingly. Clean all surfaces well, as leaving the shop a mess will be noted 
and will reflect on your grade. You will need to take advantage of monitor hours, 
which are posted on the door. 
 
Expectations: 
You are required to attend and be on time to every class meeting. If you miss 2 
or more classes, including workdays, your grade will drop. Being 10 minutes late 
twice counts as missing one class, so make sure to be on time. Demonstrations 
will begin when class begins. To complete assignments you will need to work 
outside of class time at least 3 hours per week. Use the shop as often as you 
can. 
 
Grading Policy: 



Students will be evaluated and graded based on work ethic and improvement in 
technique over the semester, involvement in group discussions and participation 
in critiques. Participation is 50% of your grade (attendance, being on time, effort, 
participating in class and in critiques, cleaning up well every time you work here). 
Projects are 50% of your grade (turning your projects in on time, critiques, the 
final portfolio). I am not an ‘easy’ grader - but that said, if you work hard, do your 
homework, be here, and turn everything in on time and you’ll do great. 
 
Reading List: 
Handouts provided in class, some online reading will be assigned in class and 
through email. 
Suggested Books: 
Techniques and Tools for Relief Printmaking, Walker. 
The Woodcut Artist’s Handbook: Walker and Frilee. 
The Complete Printmaker, Printmaking, History, and Process: Ross, Saff, and 
Sacilotto 
Interesting print related readings can be found at: 
http://thatsinkedup.blogspot.com/  
http://art.utk.edu/printmaking/resources/print_bibliography.html, 
http://printeresting.com,  
 
Test Schedule: Unannounced quizzes may be scheduled as needed. 
 
Academic Integrity: 
The university has a published policy on academic integrity that may be found at:  
 
Attendance Policy: 
Students are expected to attend every class session of each course in which 
they are enrolled and to be on time. An instructor has the right to drop a student 
from a course for excessive absence. Students are advised to determine the 
instructor’s policy at the first class session. They should note that an instructor 
may treat lateness as equivalent to absence. (No distinction is made between 
excused and unexcused absences.) Each instructor retains the right to establish 
his or her own policy, but students should be guided by the following general 
College policy: In courses designated as clinical, performance, laboratory or field 
work courses, the limit on absences is established by the individual instructor. 
For all other courses, the number of hours absent may not exceed twice the 
number of contact hours the course meets per week. When a student is dropped 
for excessive absence, the Registrar will enter the grade of WU. 
 
Courtesy Policy: 
Eating, drinking, or use of unauthorized hand held electronic equipment is not 
allowed in the classroom. Eating is particularly not ok in here because of the 
chemicals! Don’t do it, its bad for your health and safety. 
 
Disability Statement: 
In compliance with school policy and equal access laws, appropriate academic 
accommodations are offered for students with disabilities. Students must register 



with the Center for reasonable academic accommodations. Under The 
Americans with Disability Act, an individual with a disability is a person who has a 
physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life 
activities. If you have any such issues, I encourage you to visit the University to 
determine which services may be appropriate for you. 
 
Syllabus and Assignment Schedule: 
 
1. 2/4: Introduction, outline, tools and methods demonstration, supplies, history.  
Assignment: Texture Self Portrait. Experimentations with different tools and mark 
making on linoleum. As much variety of line and markmaking as you can get. 
This can be either an image or abstract. Topic: Self Portrait. 
Homework: Finish cutting Texture Block; Purchase materials as discussed in 
class. Look at printmaking websites. Find something interesting and write one or 
two sentences for class discussion. Turn in at the beginning of next class. 
Material List: 

• 5 9”x12” Linoleum Blocks (burlap, not wood backed), or Shina plywood 
(not required, see me for wood info – we will order together in class.) 

• Masking tape - a whole roll for yourself 
• Paper towels 
• Paper (pads of Sumi-e or Yasutomo brand paper are usually available at 

New York Central, call around to see where else – these are good 
because the pages are flat. Rolls of Shoji Gami, Mulberry, Kitikata or 
Okawara are also great choices. Other printmaking papers work too.) 

• X-acto knife with extra blades 
• Linoleum cutting tool with multiple tips (Speedball brand works well). 

Woodcut tools if you plan on using wood (Niji is a good brand for these. 
Check Amazon and Blick.) These tools are nice if you’re using larger lino 
too.  

• Barren or wooden spoon 
• Brayer, rubber (soft, 2” – 6”) 
• Kitchen gloves or pack of latex gloves 
• Old t-shirts or any kind of fabric that would make good rags 

 
2. 2/11: Tools and Technique; Short discussion of print related internet findings, 
turn in written research homework at beginning of class. 
Demonstration: proofing prints, printing by hand, using Registration Blocks. 
Assignment: Ink and print Texture Self Portrait by hand. Print at least 10. 
Homework: Finish Texture Print; Make sure to have all supplies for next class – 
tools, paper, tape, linoleum, etc. Think about your next assignment, a 2 color 
reduction print of a line drawing you’ve done. It does not have to be fancy but it 
does need to be a line drawing. You can draw something for this assignment or 
bring in a drawing you’ve already done, it needs to fit within the size of your 
block. Original art by you only. You will need to bring the drawing into class next 
time so we can get this started in class, as it is due the following class meeting.  
 
3. 2/18: Short Critique for Texture Assignment.  



Demonstration: Registration; How to use the press. 
Assignment: Demonstration of reduction print. In class: print at least 10 color flats 
over which to print your second darker color reduction. Clean your block and 
transfer the drawing onto the block after printing. Start cutting this, the same 
piece of lino for the 2nd layer of your reduction print. This is one of your simple 
drawings, as discussed. It doesn’t have to be anything specific.  
Homework: Finish printing two-color reduction. Due Feb 25th, next class. You will 
need to work in the print shop out of class, as usual.  
 
4. 2/25: Critique of Two-color Reduction. Multiple Color Reduction Print 
Assignment. Demonstrations: Signing and trimming prints to make them look 
professional; Work time - start drawing on and cutting your block. 
Assignment: Multiple Color Reduction Print of a flag for your own imaginary 
country, city, town, state, planet… What would your flag look like? Would it be 
representational or abstract? Would it have your name on it? A picture of your cat 
or your car? What colors would it be? Use 3 or more colors, not including paper 
white. Print at least 10 (20 is better). Due March 17th. ***We will order super 
awesome wood online today! If you’d like to use wood think about this and get 
ready. We’ll order together to save on shipping, research sizes at 
www.imcclains.com/catalog/blocks/allshina/html (we’ll use 3/8” Shina, it fits in the 
press). It is not required that you use wood for this class, but I am happy to teach 
you. You can use regular plywood too – but this does not fit in our presses so 
you’ll have to hand print.*** 
 
5. & 6. 3/3 & 3/10: Open Work Days.  
Demonstrations: Rainbow roll and other ink fun.  
Start collaborative print… we’ll work on this together for the rest of the term, it’ll 
be out every class day so make sure you contribute, as it’s a graded assignment. 
 
7. 3/17: Critique for Reduction Print.  
Demonstration: Multiple Block Print - How to Make a Key Drawing with color 
separations; Transfer first color to block; Trapping in multiple color prints.  
Assignment: Multiple Block Print. Family: What is your family like? What is your 
family story? What is unique about your family dynamic? Use 4 to 6 colors (not 
including the white of the paper) to create a representation of family. Three equal 
sized pieces of linoleum, paper and tools are all you need. Due April 7th. 
 
8. & 9. 3/24 & 3/31: Open Work Days: Multiple Block Print. 
Homework: Final Project Proposal. Write one page about what you’d like to do 
for your final project, this is up to you. Turn this in at the beginning of class on the 
14th. Describe how you will make this print and what it will be about. This 
assignment can be a multiple block or reduction print, using linoleum or wood, 
that incorporates something besides printmaking. It can be installed in a non-
traditional way, be printed on a different surface, be collaged into or with, be 
multiple prints, be a book, be a scroll... this is totally up to you - I will help you 
figure out how to do it. Images must be generated by you (not pop culture or 
another artist). Each print should have at least 3 colors unless you have a lot of 
prints or a good reason that goes with your project proposal.  



 
10. 4/7: Critique for Multiple Block Print. Final Project Discussion. 
Assignment: Final Project prep. Print at least 10 of each print. 
Work Day. Start working on your final project. Draw, cut paper, mix ink, etc. 
Homework: Finish Proposal for Final Project. Image generation for final project. 
 
11. 4/14: Open Work Day for Final Project.  
Proposal for Final Project due today at the beginning of class. Individual 
meetings about proposals. 
 
4/21 Spring break. No class! Check monitor schedule for work times this week. 
 
12. & 13. 4/5 & 4/28: Open Work Day.  
Demonstration: Fusion 4000 and heat press or iron (to attach your prints to larger 
or different paper). Portfolio demonstration – make your own portfolio!  
Print Collaborative Class Print, assist me for extra credit. Choose your best print 
from each assignment of the semester, trim, sign and prepare them for your final 
portfolio. At least one print from each assignment.  
Homework: Compile Portfolio. Final project. 
 
14. 4/12: Turn in Portfolio by the end of class. Open Work Day.  
Demonstration: Photographing prints and work on paper. 
 
15. 4/19: Final Critique and Term Review. We will critique the last assignment 
and discuss all of the work accomplished throughout the term. Your portfolios will 
be returned.  
	
  


